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SeniorS’   Chat 

Bill’s Column 

It’s hard to believe – gets more so every year – but September is fading and 

October is approaching! 

 

October is one of the exciting months especially for lovers of fall colors.  Every 

October Marion and I go out for a drive to see the peak of the colors, especially 

on the hills and mountains, juxtaposed against a clear blue sky.  We’d stop the car 

and take pictures of the scarlet, gold and orange leaves! 

 

Last September 3, the Happy Hands event turned out great with a good speaker, 

Ed Zetlin on Advanced Directives! I hope you all can come for October 1 Happy 

Hands event to hear out what Julie Schafer has to say about Video Relaying Interpreting (VRI) vs. On-Site 

Interpreting in medical settings.  This would be an exciting topic – there is so much you can do with it. 

Summary of Fine Tuners Meeting 

on 09-17-2014 

October 1 Lunch / Presentation 

 We will provide side dishes and desserts with bratwurst, chicken sausage, and chicken rotisserie. 

 Julie Schafer will present “VRI vs. On-Site Interpreting in Medical Settings.” 

 

Speakers/Upcoming Events 

 October 8 — Recycling Tour 

 October 22 — Fire Station Tour 

 November 5 — Games will be provided by Nancy Rarus 

and Lois Herberger 

 December 3 — White Elephant Gift Exchange 

 

Action(s) 

 Reimbursement Form Draft was approved 

Cards sent to: 
 

 Ginny Seaton (Sympathy) 

 Phuong Duong (Sympathy) 

 Thayer Dow (Get Well) 

 Pam Finnegan (Get Well) 

 Jerry Pelarski (Get Well) 

 Elaine Shaffer (Get Well) 
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Oktoberfest Style Luncheon: 
 

Bratwurst — George Herberger 

Italian Sweet Sausage — Mary Malzkuhn 

Chicken Sausage — Nancy Rarus 

Chicken Rotisserie — Doreen Solar 

Red Cabbage with Apples — JoAnn Pelarski 

Greek Salad — Janet Blakely 

Jars of Olives and Pickles — Thayer Dow 

Fruit Salad — Ann Marie Swiatkowski 

German Potato Salad — Carolyn Willis 

Green Beans — Betty Yates 

Sweet Potatoes — Annie Dickens 

Buns — Jill Moebus 

Pumpkin Pie — Leo Yates 

Pecan Pie — Bill Center 

Brownies — Pat Beech 

 

For more information re: the menu, please contact Cheryl 

Rockburn at carockburn@gmail.com. 

Happy Hands Luncheon 
October 1, 2014 at 10AM 

Future Happy Hands Events 

Recycling Tour on October 8 

 

Happy Hands will have a tour at American 

Recycling Center on October 8 at 10:00AM-

11:00AM. The deadline for RSVPs was September 

20. The address is: American Recycling Center, 

10220 Residency Road, Manassas, VA 20110. 

 

For more information about this tour, contact Bill 

Center at: wcenter@aol.com. The URL is: 

http://www.americandisposal.com/recycling.php. 

Fire Station Tour on October 22 

 

The tour at Gunston Station #20 will be on October 

22 at 10:00AM-11:30AM. This Fire Station is 

located at 10417 Gunston Road in Lorton. A 

request for interpreters has been submitted. If you 

are interested in attending, please RSVP by 

October 15 to Pat Beech at: pgbeech@aol.com. 

After lunch, we will have a presentation 

by Julie Schafer on “VRI vs. On-Site 

Interpreting in Medical Settings.” Ms. 

Schafer is director of Public Policy and 

Advocacy with 

Registry of 

Interpreters for the 

Deaf (RID). 

 

For more 

information about 

the presentation, contact Bill Center at: 

wcenter@aol.com. 

mailto:carockburn@gmail.com
mailto:wcenter@aol.com
http://www.americandisposal.com/recycling.php
mailto:pgbeech@aol.com
mailto:wcenter@aol.com


Photos from Luncheon 
on September 3, 2014 

To see more pictures taken by Pat Beech, here is URL: http://www.beechasl.net/happyhands/09-03-2014/Photos.html. 

Thanks to: 
 

 Ann Marie Swiatkowski and Carolyn Willis for handling the luncheon set-up. 

 Thanks to all who helped with the clean-up. 

 Rocky Rockburn for picking up subs from Firehouse Subs. 

 Ed Zetlin for giving a presentation on “Advanced Medical Directives.” 
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Group picture taken for DSA Website 

Sharon Svenningsen 

moved to San Marcos, 

Texas on September 15. 

Happy Hands surprised 

her with a cake and card 

with cash gift. 

Bill Center with 

Presenter Ed Zetlin 

JoAnn Pelarski won 

the 50/50 Raffle of $24 

Bill Center with 

Interpreter Jacklyn 

O’Brien 

http://www.beechasl.net/happyhands/09-03-2014/Photos.html
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In Memory Of Carol Rosenmund 
1937-2014 

 

Carol Jane Rosenmund of Myrtle Beach, SC died on September 14. She is 

survived by husband of 57 years, Henry P. Rosenmund, Jr.; daughter, Carolyn 

Ralph; sister, Ruth M. Dorrell; and brother, Richard C. Friend. A memorial 

service was held on September 20. The graveside interment services will take 

place at a later time in Riverton, Utah. 

Message from the DSA President 
Nancy Rarus 

I was at MDSC Thursday, Sept. 18. As usual, they had over 100 members in 

attendance. As DSA president, I had two minutes to talk to the audience.   

 

I mentioned that there were many laws that do help us as Deaf people and/or as 

Senior Citizens. The only problem is that we don’t always know about them. When 

we do know, we challenge the other side. Invariably, THEY never heard of such 

things and maybe THEIR attitude is what turns us off and gets us angry. This is 

where problems come up. What’s needed? We need to get trained. THEY need to 

get trained. 

 

While a friend was at a “local” rehabilitation center recently, I realized I forgot to 

bring my DSA card where it informs “THEM” that by law THEY need to provide 

interpreters. While driving there, I thought, “Oh, why hasn’t NVRC or VDDHH 

done the work: contacting hospitals, rehabilitation centers and provided training?”   

 

Then, I thought — oh, if only each one of us had a card with exact names and phone numbers for these health 

care agencies to give to them…and standing by THEM making THEM make the call.  Would this do the trick?   

 

In all honesty, we can’t expect NVRC and VDDHH to do all the work.  We should  — each one of us — take 

the responsibility of educating THEM. 

 

While on this topic, on October 18, a speaker will address our issues with Health Care providers at NVRC. For 

more information, see: http://www.nvrc.org/2014/09/14337/. A conflict that day prevents me from attending, 

but I hope all of you will fill the room to the rafters!   

 

Incidentally, the speaker provided Cheryl Heppner information that really will help those of you who live in a 

HOA community. How many of you have missed out on your community meetings and activities? For 

information about reasonable accommodations at HOA meetings, see: 

http://www.fairhousingfirst.org/faq/reasonableaccommodation.html!  

http://www.nvrc.org/2014/09/14337/
http://www.fairhousingfirst.org/faq/reasonableaccommodation.html


The Daniels’ Three-Week 
Trip to England/Ireland 

 

(PART 2) 

After 14 days in England, we took a propeller plane to Dublin, Ireland.  We stayed in a very nice hotel in 

which you could send your dirty clothes to be laundered. We did that to tie us over until we got back to the 

USA. After a hearty breakfast in that hotel, we started the day touring the city of Dublin by going to this old 

jail. Then we went on a tour of a distillery (Jameson), where we had lunch and bought some cool things for 

gifts, such as sweaters, gloves, wool stocks, etc. 

 

Upon the urging of Gary Viall, we visited this old post office where they had this plaque explaining the 

uprising in April of 1916, called the Easter Arising. The Easter Arising was led by a man named James 

Connolly and his Irish Citizen Army. He led this band through the streets of Dublin to this post office where 

they set up their headquarters and led the fight against the British army 

from there. Eventually he was wounded when a bullet struck him in the 

leg. He refused to be evacuated and took morphine to remain conscious 

until rebels finally surrendered. Connolly was later executed by a firing 

squad. He is viewed as an Irish patriot (along with two other men who 

took part in this uprising, Patrick Pearse and Michael Collins). The 

uprising was the spark that that led to the formation of the Irish 

Republic in 1921, when the governments of the United Kingdom, 

Northern Ireland, and the Irish Free State (later Republic of Ireland) 

signed a three-way agreement. At first we didn’t understand the 

significance of this uprising until we bought “A Pocket History of 

Ireland” by Joseph McCullough, and read several short chapters about 

this uprising. 

 

After visiting the post office, we went to Trinity College. We visited 

the original library, called the Old Library. This huge beautiful building 

holds several thousand rare and 

very early volumes of printed 

books and manuscripts, including 

the Book of Kells, the college’s 

most famous book. Inside the Old 

Library is the beautiful Long 

Room where we viewed the Book 

of Kells and many busts of well 

known people, such as Francis 

Bacon, who was a famous 

English philosopher, statesman, 

scientist, juror, orator, essayist, 

and author. These busts were 

made of perhaps marble or 

porcelain. 

 

Next morning, we left Dublin for 

Cork with stops in Kilkenny to 
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Peggy Daniels on Horse Carriage 
in Killarney National Park 

Sean Madden and Paul Daniels 

Peggy Daniels at Waterford Glass 

- continued on page 6 - Cliffs of Moher 
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The Daniels’ Three-Week 
Trip to England/Ireland 

 

(PART 2) 

visit a castle and in Waterford to visit Reginald Tower and the famous crystal store. We took several pictures 

of crystals that were on display and watched a worker design an object. 

 

We got many beautiful views of the water and after arriving in Cork, stayed at the Maldron Hotel, an old hotel 

which looked very nice. After breakfast, we left for Charles Fort and Desmond Castle. We stopped for lunch in 

Kinsale, a town which we enjoyed very much. We left for Blarney Castle, where Paul climbed to the top to 

kiss a rock.  He has pictures and video, and even a certificate to prove it!  

 

We headed to Killarney where we stayed for two nights. That first night, we swam in a nice indoor pool 

adjacent to the hotel where we stayed. We enjoyed it as it was our first swim in three weeks. The next 

morning, we headed off to the National Park. On the way, we passed by a place where we saw people getting 

on “buggies” pulled by strong horses. We thought, “Oh cool,” and decided to do the same.  It took us to Lough 

Leane Lake and Muckross House. We got lunch and browsed in their lawns where lots of plants were 

blooming. We wandered around a traditional farm to see how the Irish lived in the 1800s and early 1900s 

before the advent of electricity. After our ride, we headed to Ross Castle. Peggy liked it the best of all, due to 

creativeness in the design. 

 

The next day we headed to the Cliffs of Moher. Before we reached the Cliffs of Moher, we took a ferry across 

River Shannon. It was only like a 20-minute ride, but it was so peaceful and gave Paul a break from driving. 

Peggy thinks that the Cliffs of Moher was Paul’s favorite place as he walked along the steep cliffs while Peggy 

limited herself to a very small portion of the cliffs. The cliffs are so steep that some people took their suicide 

jumps there. After that, we headed to our hotel in Galway and met an Irish man, Sean Madden, whom Gary 

Viall had met before. We had such a nice time visiting with him. On our last day of sightseeing, we visited our 

last castle, Athenry Castle, and browsed around an old shopping district in Galway where Peggy bought a new 

pair of tennis shoes. The next day we headed back to Washington, DC, from the Shannon Airport.  

Thanks from 

Sharon Svenningsen 

I want to thank everyone for their kindness, farewell cake and gift cash.  I truly enjoyed being a part of Happy 

Hands.  I arrived in Texas on Monday, Sept 15.  It was a long trip. Unfortunately I had a car problem. The car 

was still drivable. Only when I got to Austin did I learned the true extent of the problem.  The exhaust pipe had 

a leak. The cause was from the big trucks (3x) losing their retreads tires and hitting the underside of my car in 

front of me while running over it. 

No, we were not in front of the 

trucks. Drat them. 

 

I drove a total of 1,650 miles.  I’m 

still not settled nor unpacked.  I am 

waiting for the moving van, which is 

to arrive next week.  Currently I am 

staying at my sister's place. Guitar on the other side of road, when entering Texas Guess what this is (Answer on p. 8) 



Events for October 2014 

ASL Dinners 

Cascades 

Coffee 

Cascades 

Coffee 

FYI: If Fairfax County Government is closed due to weather (i.e., tornado), NVRC will be closed, too. 
 

 For more information about the three Happy Hands events (October 1, October 8, and October 22), see page 2. 

 NVRC will have a speaker, Steven Gordon, on October 18 to present “Ensuring Equal Access in Health Care Settings.” For more information, 

see: http://www.nvrc.org/2014/09/14337/. 

 For more information about the Cascades Coffee Chat group, contact Bev Young at bevpager@aol.com. This group meets @ 10:00AM at 

Starbucks Marketplace, 210-21 Southbank Street, Sterling VA 20165.  

 Fredericksburg Deaf Seniors meet on October 14 at noon. The location is Salem Baptist Church at 4044 Plank Road, Fredericksburg VA 

22407 (http://www.salembc.com/#/welcome/directions). For more information, contact Arva Priola at apriola@cildrc.org. 

 Maryland Deaf Senior Citizens, Inc. will have its monthly meeting on October 16. For more information about the meeting, see: 

http://www.mddeafseniors.org/. 

 Northern Virginia Association of the Deaf (http://www.vad.org/nvad.html) will not have a meeting in October. 

 For more information about ASL Dinners, contact Robert Goodwin at rsg0910@yahoo.com. URL is: 

http://www.furnation.com/boogi/asldinners/. 

  October 11 @ 6PM at Guapo’s (Mexican), 13050 Fair Lakes Shopping Center, Fairfax VA 22033 (http://guaposrestaurant.com) 

  October 25 @ 6PM at Union Market (Mixed Vendors), 1309 5th St NE, Washington DC 20002 (http://unionmarketdc.com) 

 For more information about Deaf Coffee Chat events in Northern Virginia, see: http://happy.deafcoffee.com/category/virginia/. 

  A. Leesburg — Josephine Bergner at jbergner@wildblue.net 

   2nd Friday every month at 6PM-10PM at Panera Bread, 215 Fort Evans Road NE, Leesburg VA 

  B. Winchester — Donna Day at deafoutreach2001@yahoo.com 

   1st Thursday every month at 10AM-12PM at Panera Bread, 2605 S. Pleasant Valley Rd, Winchester VA 

  C. Winchester — Donna Day at deafoutreach2001@yahoo.com 

   3rd Thursday every month at 6PM-8PM at Starbucks, 191 Market Street, Winchester VA 

   (inside Target off I-81, Exit #317) 

  D. Fredericksburg— Timothy Willard at tlwillard@gmail.com 

   2nd Thursday every month at 7PM-10PM at Starbucks Coffee, 3500 Plank Road #A, Fredericksburg 

   4th Thursday every month at 7PM-10PM at Starbucks Coffee, 9907 Southpoint Parkway, Fredericksburg 

Fredericksburg, 

Deaf Seniors 
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ASL Dinners 

Cascades 

Coffee 

Cascades 

Coffee 

Happy Hands 

Recycling Tour 

Happy Hands 

Fine Tuners 

Happy Hands 

Fire Station Tour 

Happy Hands 

Luncheon 

http://www.nvrc.org/2014/09/14337/
mailto:bevpager@aol.com
http://www.salembc.com/#/welcome/directions
mailto:apriola@cildrc.org
http://www.mddeafseniors.org/
http://www.vad.org/nvad.html
mailto:rsg0910@yahoo.com
http://www.furnation.com/boogi/asldinners/
http://guaposrestaurant.com
http://unionmarketdc.com
http://happy.deafcoffee.com/category/virginia/
mailto:jbergner@wildblue.net
mailto:deafoutreach2001@yahoo.com
mailto:deafoutreach2001@yahoo.com
mailto:tlwillard@gmail.com


Bill Center 

wcenter@aol.com 

info@nvrc.org 

www.nvrc.org  
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HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY  

...to the folks with 

birthdays in 

October 

 

Bruce Franks [3rd] 

Donna Graff [5th] 

Lois Cauthen [8th] 

Norma Thompson [14th] 

John Rountree [15th] 

Biillie Kidwell [31st] 

White Elephant Sale 

November 15, 2014 

Howard County Fairgrounds 
 

We need your treasured things that you have no room for in your “downsized” home to sell 

at the White Elephant Sale.  All proceeds from this sale will go to support MDSC! 

…………………………. 

You may bring your things to MDSC Meeting on October 16 

(or contact Mary Lynn Lally at Deafhugs@aol.com). 

…………………………. 

 

Flyer for November 15th event can be viewed at: 

http://mddeafseniors.org/PDF%20folder/MDSC%20Festival2.pdf 

For question on p. 6, answer is Fried Pickles. 

mailto:wcenter@aol.com
mailto:info@nvrc.org
http://www.nvrc.org
mailto:Deafhugs@aol.com
http://mddeafseniors.org/PDF%20folder/MDSC%20Festival2.pdf

