
August 2014 
Dear VADBers, 
It’s hard to believe, but it's almost time for our Annual Meeting!  
This year, the meeting will be on Saturday, September 27, 2014.  
Once again, we will meet in the Library and Resource Center on the 
campus of the Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired 
[DBVI] in Richmond, VA.  The address is 395 Azalea Ave, 
Richmond, VA  23227.  The time is from 10 am to 3 pm.  We have a 
lot of fun and interactive activities planned, so please mark your 
calendar and plan to attend! 
What are some of these activities?  I won't keep you wondering in a 
state of excited suspense! 
To start our day, Ann Olliff, VADB Vice President, will be 
presenting a workshop on Haptics.  What is Haptics?  Haptics is a 
way to communicate with a deafblind person using touch.  For 
example, if a deafblind person is a keynote speaker at an event, they 
probably won't be able to see how the audience is responding to 
their presentation.  The SSP or interpreter might stand behind the 
deafblind presenter and draw a smiley face to indicate the audience 
is paying attention and enjoying the speaker.  On the other hand, if 
the audience acts restless and bored, the SSP may draw a sad face 
on the presenter's back.  Haptics can be used by anyone working 
with the deafblind, and it also can be used to communicate with 
non-deafblind folks.  Come and learn more about this exciting 
communication tool!  Ann Olliff will show you how it works and will 
do interactive demos.  Ann hopes to have a friend from Helen Keller 
National Center helping her with the workshop. 
Lunch will be provided by Virginia Relay and will be FREE for 
EVERYONE!  Please send in the meeting response form, which is 
included in this letter, to Beth Hammer NO LATER THAN 
September 15 so enough lunches can be ordered. 



 
After lunch, we will have a short VADB Business Meeting.  
Elizabeth Spiers, the DeafBlind Service Director for the eastern half 
of Virginia, will update you on the progress we are making in our 
efforts to start a Support Service Provider [SSP] Project in Virginia.  
Clayton Bowen, from VDDHH, will provide information about the 
iCanConnect [iCC] program that gives laptops, iPads, phones and 
other equipment to deafblind individuals who need new technology. 
Once the meeting is over, we will have time to socialize and play a 
game!  The purpose of the game is to get people interacting.  
Everyone will get a list of questions.  You will have to go ask 
different people for answers.  SSPs will help with communication 
and writing answers.  That way, signers and non-signers will have a 
chance to meet and get to know each other a bit better.  Throughout 
the game, we'll stop periodically and auction off baked goods.  Be 
sure to bring some extra cash - competition for tasty treats is likely 
to be very lively!  (Let Beth Hammer know if you can donate a 
baked good for the auction.)  There will be plenty of socialization 
time, so people can relax and enjoy a good chat with friends. 
Looking forward to seeing each and every one of you! 
Jenny McKenzie, VADB President 


